And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” Mark 1:10-11
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Welcome!
About Holy Communion
We believe that Jesus is truly present when we receive His Body and Blood
“in, with and under” the bread and the wine. In this Sacrament, God pours out His grace on us and
strengthens our faith. Before we receive, it is important to examine ourselves and be truly repentant
of our sins. Those who share this understanding and walk with us by the same faith are welcome at
the Lord’s Table. All others are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, indicating this by
folding your arms across your chest at the rail. Do bring your children forward for a blessing.
Biblical Sources - Luke 22:19-20 and 1 Corinthians 11: 27-29

There is a non-alcoholic white grape juice option available.
If you are unable to come forward, please alert an usher and Communion will be brought to you.
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The Baptism of Our Lord
The First Sunday after the Epiphany
January 10, 2021

T

10:00AM Divine Service

Divine Service – LSB Setting Two

Welcome to Worship

Pastor Dale

In the waters of baptism, we have been joined to the Son in whom the Father is well pleased.
The font is our Jordan where the Holy Spirit comes to us, strengthening and enlightening us
for service in the world. On this great baptismal day, the Church prays that all who are reborn
as daughters and sons of God will continue to grow in faith, hope, and love.
Stand

Opening Hymn Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (St. 1,4,5)
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LSB 394

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, we are gathered
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God,
we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,
I therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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Hymn of Praise From God the Father, Virgin-Born (St. 1,4,6) LSB 401

6 To You, O Lord, all glory be
For this Your blest epiphany;
To God, whom all His hosts adore,
And Holy Spirit evermore.

Text and Tune: Public domain.

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P The grace, the wisdom, and the power of almighty God be with you all.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River
You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.
Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children
and inheritors with Him of everlasting life;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit
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First Reading Genesis 1:1–5

the Beginning of Creation

To a people experiencing the chaos of defeat, devastation, and exile, these familiar words bring great
comfort. Out of chaos, God brings order. Creation by command demonstrates God's absolute sovereignty,
which is not shared with any other gods. Notice the sequence of "evening" and "morning"--the Jewish day
begins with sunset.

A The Old Testament reading for the Baptism of Our Lord is from Genesis, chapter 1.
1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering
over the face of the waters.
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light
was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
3

A
C

Psalm

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29

the Voice of God

Refrain:

Verses:

Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly | beings,*
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;*
worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness. Refrain
The voice of the LORD is over the | waters;*
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD, over many | waters.
The voice of the LORD is | powerful;*
the voice of the LORD is full of | majesty. Refrain
The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedars;*
the LORD breaks the cedars of | Lebanon.
He makes Lebanon to skip | like a calf,*
and Sirion like a young | wild ox. Refrain
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The voice | of the LORD*
flashes forth | flames of fire.
The voice of the LORD shakes the | wilderness;*
the LORD shakes the wilderness | of Kadesh. Refrain
The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth
and strips the | forests bare,*
and in his temple all cry, | “Glory!”
The LORD sits enthroned o- | ver the flood;*
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | ever.
May the LORD give strength to his | people!*
May the LORD bless his people | with peace! Refrain
Second Reading Romans 6:1–11

Dead to Sin, Alive to God

Paul forcefully rejects the notion that we should ignore God’s will and deliberately sin,
knowing that He will forgive. This is an abuse of grace.

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 6.

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ being raised
from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death
he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Gospel Acclamation

Holy Gospel Mark 1:4–11

the Baptism of Jesus

Mark's Gospel reports the story of Jesus' baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends
is Himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
4

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to
him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and
wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens
opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit

Sermon "What Should We Do?"

Pastor Dale

Romans 6:1-11
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Hymn of the Day We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus

WOV 698

2. In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread,
In the waiting arms of Jesus who is risen from the dead.
God has made a new beginning from the ashes of our past,
In the losing and the winning we hold fast.
3. Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son,
Glory to the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one;
As it was in the beginning, glory now resounds again
In a song that has no ending. . . . Amen.
Stand

Nicene Creed
P Let us confess our faith together in the words of the Nicene Creed.
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
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God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Us men means all people.
Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic,” meaning the universal Church

Prayer of the Church – the Baptism of Our Lord
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
P In thanksgiving for the revelation of Jesus Christ to us in His wondrous Epiphany in the
Jordan, and for the revelation of God’s name and blessing to us in Holy Baptism, we say:
C Thanks be to God.
P For all the baptized children of God, that we may daily die to sin and rise to newness
of life, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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P For the Holy Church here and scattered throughout the world, that God would send
laborers into His harvest, give steadfast faith to Christians, enliven the love of His saints
to bear one another’s burdens, show mercy toward those outside of the Church, and
quicken us in the hope of eternal life in Christ Jesus, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the family, especially all Christian homes; for husbands and wives, that God would
turn them toward one another in love; for fathers and mothers, that God would equip
them for their holy duty as teachers of the faith; and for all children, that God would
preserve them in the saving faith and certain promises of their Baptism unto life
everlasting, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For our nation and its leaders; for those who serve for the good of our people and for their
protection; and for peace in our time and the peace which God alone can give,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the sick, and those in any need, [especially _____________,] that they would know
God’s comfort; and for all expectant mothers and their children, [especially
_____________,] that they may have a safe delivery and be brought also to the lifegiving waters of Holy Baptism and Your name, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all who come to the Lord’s Supper, that the Holy Spirit would preserve us from
unbelief, cleanse us from our unrighteousness, and clothe us with the righteousness
purchased with Christ’s blood, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P In thanksgiving for all whose tireless labors have brought us the vaccines for COVID-19
that are at last becoming available: the technicians, scientists, medical personnel, biotech
companies and government agencies that have worked together to find a cure that will
restore our communities to wholeness and health; we say:
C Thanks be to God.
P Lord God, heavenly Father, You manifested Yourself, with the Holy Spirit, in the
fullness of grace at the baptism of Your dear Son. We pray You to strengthen our faith by
Your Holy Spirit and lead us to everlasting life and salvation; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit
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ThanksGiving
You may deposit your offering in the plate at the rear of the church,
or you may give electronically in any of the following ways:
1. You may go to www.htlsomerset.org
and click on “Give Now”
2. You may use the GivePlus Mobile App and search for HTLC
with zip 08873
3. You may use the QR code for e-giving
You may also mail your gift to:

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,
1640 Amwell Rd.,
Somerset, NJ 08873
Preparation Hymn What Feast of Love

WOV 701

2. What light of truth is offered here,
What covenant from heaven?
What hope of everlasting life,
What wondrous word is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
The sun come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and hear and sing!
The Word of God is given!

3. What wine of love is offered here,
What holy drink from heaven?
What stream of everlasting life,
What precious blood is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
The sweetest wine of heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
The Son of God is given!

Stand
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Service of the Sacrament ~ Preface

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
His living voice speaks over our baptismal waters and now brings to us the
nourishment our bodies and souls receive in His precious body and blood.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus
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The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

P

In the same way also He took the cup after supper,
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My T blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P God of hope and joy,
we thank You for counting us worthy to stand in Your presence and serve You.
With this bread and this cup we proclaim the mystery of our faith.
C Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
P Now, let us boldly pray together, the prayer that our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Invitation to Communion

P The gifts of God for the people of God.
C Thanks be to God!
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Agnus Dei ~ Lamb of God

Sit

The Distribution of the Blessed Sacrament
In receiving Holy Communion during COVID, please observe the following
safety guidelines:
+ Wear your mask up to the communion rail and back to your seat
+ Stay six feet apart (excluding families/households/people already
exposed to each other)
+ Note the BLUE space markings on the communion rail & cushion.

We encourage all to use this special time to meditate and pray.
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After all have received, please Stand

Post-Communion Blessing
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.
Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God,
that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Sit

Brief Announcements
Stand

Sending Hymn Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten (St. 1,2,4)

(hymn is printed on following page)
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LSB 914

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Your light has come.
C THANKS BE TO GOD!
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About the Baptism of Our Lord
When the time came for His ministry to begin,
Jesus comes to John. He, though sinless, comes to
the Baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. And behold! Heaven opens, the Spirit of God
descends, and the Father proclaims His love. All
so that as we stand with our Lord in the water, all
that is His is given to us: an open heaven, the gift
of the Spirit, the assurance of the Father’s love.
This special day in the life of the Church is always celebrated on the Sunday
following the Epiphany of Our Lord (which we celebrated last Sunday), and
recalls Jesus’ baptism in the River Jordan by John the Baptist.
In its earliest celebration during the third century, three events were usually
celebrated together on the 6th of January:
•

the visit of the Magi

•

Jesus’s baptism

•

The wedding at Cana

All of these events were understood as manifestations of Jesus’ divinity.
This practice began to disappear around the 4th century and now each event
is celebrated on its own day.
This is now the church season of Epiphany. White is the appointed color
today, with green on the Sundays following.
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NOTICE
It’s important that all attend the Voters’ Meeting
following worship on Sunday, Jan 24th.
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AgnusDay, the Lectionary Comic
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