
  

 
 

[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, 
and He will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth…”      
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Welcome! 
Welcome to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church!  

We are glad to have you worshiping with us today. If you are visiting,  
please introduce yourself to the Presiding Minister,  

and sign our guestbook in the narthex.  
We hope you will join us again, and cordially extend an invitation  

to become part of our church family. 
 

                                              About Receiving Holy Communion 
We believe that Jesus is truly present and we receive His Body and Blood  
“in, with and under” the bread and the wine. In this Sacrament, God pours 
out His grace on us and strengthens our faith. Before we receive, it is 
important to examine ourselves and be truly repentant of our sins. Those 
who share this understanding and walk with us by the same faith are 

welcome at the Lord’s Table. All others are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing. Please indicate this by folding your arms across your chest at the rail.  

  Do bring your children forward for a blessing.          
         (Biblical Sources - Luke 22:19-20 and 1 Corinthians 11: 27-29) 

 

If you are unable to come forward, 
please alert an usher and Communion will be brought to you. 

 

Service Bulletin Notations:  
 

    P = Pastor          A = Deacon/Worship Assistant           C = Congregation 

    LSB=Lutheran Service Book       WOV=With One Voice     OAR=One and All Rejoice 

         Standing during the service, where indicated, is optional 
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 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
                 

May 14, 2023                T                                       10:00 AM  

 

+Divine Service+ 
 LSB Setting One 

Prelude 
 

Welcome                                                                                     Pastor Dennis                                                 
In today's Gospel reading, Jesus speaks clearly of the Spirit He will send to His disciples of every 

generation. Earlier in John's Gospel, Jesus announces that a person comes to birth as a child  
of God through water and the Spirit. In this reading, He calls the Spirit another advocate,  

the One who will speak to the heart of the baptized who listen in silence for His voice. 
 

In their prayers, hymns, and preaching, Western Christians have tended to place greater 
emphasis on Christ than the Holy Spirit. In these Sundays, when the role of the Spirit in Christian 
life is highlighted, it may be appropriate to reflect on our understanding of this seemingly silent 

yet ever-present person of the Holy Trinity. 
 

                  The Reverend Dennis Rockett leads our worship today.  
 
Please stand as you are able  
  

Gathering Hymn  We Know That Christ Is Raised)                        LSB 603 
 

 

 

 

 

             Hymn continues on following page→ 
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We Know That Christ Is Raised 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
 

P  Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, 

 we are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Blessed be God, who chose us in Christ. 

 Let us come to the fountain of mercy and confess our sins.  
 

Stand/kneel 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P   Almighty God,  

C in raising Jesus from the tomb,  

You destroyed the power of sin and death. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved You with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
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 Hear us as we confess our failure  

to live the Good News of the resurrection. 

 Grant us the radiant power of Your grace. 

 Forgive us, heal us, and renew us, 

 so that we may know the joy of life abundant 

 given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord. 
 

P In great mercy God has given us a new birth into a living hope 

 through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 As a called and ordained servant of the Word,  

and in obedience to our Lord's command, I forgive you all your sins 

 in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Hymn of Praise    This Is the Feast 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

           Final Refrain on next page→ 
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Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
 

P   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C    He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

P The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray.  O God, the giver of all that is good,  

by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that are right  

and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them;  

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

 
First Reading     Acts 17:16–31                                            Paul in Athens 
 

While ministering In the city of Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the Gospel to 
Greeks who knew nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the 
"unknown god" whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the 
world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 
 

` A  The first reading for the Sixth Sunday after Easter is from Acts, chapter 17.  
 

16Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he 

saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the 

devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 
18Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, 

“What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign  
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divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they took hold of  

him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is 

that you are presenting? 20For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know 

therefore what these things mean.” 21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived 

there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new. 
 

      22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that 

in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and observed the objects of 

your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world 

and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 
25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to 

all mankind life and breath and everything. 26And he made from one man every nation of 

mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 

boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that they should seek God, in the hope that they might 

feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28for 
 

       “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
  

29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or 

silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30The times of 

ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man 

whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 

dead.” 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
Psalm 66:8-20 (paraphrase)       O All You Peoples, Bless Our Lord 
 

Psalm 66 is a grand hymn of praise and thanksgiving. We shall sing together the words  
of verses 8-20 paraphrased to a familiar hymn tune.  

 

 

                                                     Psalm is printed on following page→ 
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Second Reading   1 Peter 3:13–22                             Suffering for Righteousness’ Sake 
      A Living Stone and a Holy People 

Peter calls Christians, who may be overwhelmed by the challenges of living and working in  
a non-Christian world, to use their way of life and their words to witness to the power of Easter 
manifested to them through baptism. 

 

A  The Epistle is from First Peter, chapter 3: 
 

13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if you should 

suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but 

in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and 

respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 

behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should 

be God’s will, than for doing evil. 
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      18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 

bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in which he went 

and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly did not obey, when God’s 

patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, 

eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now 

saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 

God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation   He Is Arisen! Glorious Word                        LSB 488 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Holy Gospel    John 14:15–21                           Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.   

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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15[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 

with you and will be in you. 
 

      18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the world will 

see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20In that day you will 

know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my commandments 

and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 

will love him and manifest myself to him.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Hymn of the Day  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus                                       LSB 821 
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             Text and tune: Public domain 

Sit 
 

 
Sermon   “Another Helper” John 14:15-21              Rev. Dennis Rockett 
 
  A period of Silence for reflection follows the message.  

  
 

 
Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

     P   Let us confess our faith together in the words of the Nicene Creed.  

     All:  I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God,  begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man;  

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.        

     He suffered and was buried.     Creed continues on next page→ 
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     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

          whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

             and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
                                                                                                                                      Us men means all people. 

                                                                    Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic” meaning universal. 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Church – Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

P  Rejoicing in Christ's victory over death and His glorious resurrection,  
let us pray for the Church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

            A brief silence. 
 

P  For the Church, that the Lord would bless and protect His people in a world where 
many false gods, known and unknown, are worshiped; and that He would give His 
saints a clear and bold proclamation of Christ, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy.  
 

P  For this congregation in this time of pastoral vacancy, that we would continue to be 
fed by Your Word which sustains in the one true faith, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
  

P  For all who work to seek peace in the war-torn areas of Ukraine and Sudan. Bless 
their efforts as they work to end conflict.  Lead those who engage in violence to put 
down their weapons and to live in peace with one another; let us pray to the lord, 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
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P  For the gift of our mothers, who have given us life and love, that we may show them 

reverence and love, and for others who show us a mother’s love.  
For expectant mothers, that they receive the care and support they need in 
preparing for the safe birth of their babies. 
For adoptive mothers and for the women who wish to give birth but have 
experienced challenges.  
For mothers who have lost a child through death, that their faith may give them 
hope of eternity, and their family and friends support and console them. 
For those who wish to serve as mothers, but are unable to do so, that they know 
Your comfort.  
For mothers who have died, that God may bring them into the joy of His kingdom.  
For all children, born and unborn: that the sacredness of human life is protected  
and defended.  
And for all families in this time of uncertainty and anxiety about the future: that  
as they put their trust and hope in God, they may grow closer together in faith  
and love for each other.   
For all, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 

 
P  For the lonely, the destitute and the homeless, that they would rejoice in the 

presence of the Lord and trust Him for their daily bread; and that the Lord, who has 
promised not to abandon nor leave them as orphans, would make us messengers of 
His mercy to reach out to those in need, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
  
P  For all who have requested our prayers, [including _____________,] and those we may 

name silently now in our hearts [pause………………], let us pray to the Lord:  
C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P  For all who receive Holy Communion today, that they would know Christ who does 

not leave us as orphans, but strengthens the faith and equips the love of His penitent 
children with His very body and blood, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 

  
P  Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C  Amen. 

 
Sit 
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ThanksGiving (Offering) 
 

    You may deposit your offering in the offering plate at the rear of the church,  
or you may give electronically in any of the following ways:  
 

1. Go to www.htlsomerset.org and click on “Give Now”          
2. Use the Vanco Mobile App and search for Holy Trinity               
Lutheran in Somerset.  
3. Scan the QR code at left for e-giving 
4. Mail your gift to the church (address on page 2) 

   

  Thank you and may God bless you for your faithfulness and generosity! 
   
Preparation Hymn  When I Behold Jesus Christ (St. 1,3,4)             LSB 542 
 

                     We sing this hymn to prepare ourselves to share the Lord’s Supper. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.htlsomerset.org/
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Please stand as you are able 
 

Service of the Sacrament ~ Preface 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times  

  and in all places offer thanks and praise to You,  

  O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God.  

 But chiefly we are bound to praise You  

for the glorious resurrection of our Lord;  

  for He is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin,  

  who by His death has destroyed death,  

  and by His rising has brought us to eternal life.  

 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter  

and all the witnesses of the resurrection,  

  with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  

  we praise Your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus                                                        Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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The Words of Our Lord  
                                                                                    
             Here, observe as Pastor proclaims the words of Christ, 

                          consecrating the bread and the wine.  

 
 

   P  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,  

we proclaim the Lord’s death and resurrection until He comes again.  

C  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  
 

P   And now Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
     C   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

       Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

        give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

            as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

     For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

        forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

  P   This is the Feast of Victory for our God!   

 Come to the table of the risen Christ! 

C   Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 
Agnus Dei ~ Lamb of God                                                             John 1:29 
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Sit                                  
 
The Distribution of the Blessed Sacrament   

 

+If you are visiting, please see note about receiving  
         Holy Communion on page 2 of this bulletin+  

 

         The usher will guide those wishing to receive.  
   Please kneel when you arrive at the communion rail. 

 
 

  We encourage all to use this special time  
                       to meditate and to pray.   

 
After all have been served, please Stand  
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

      strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

C Amen. 

 
Post-Communion Canticle                                                            Philippians 2:10      
                                   

 
                                                                                                          Words and Music: Public domain. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer       
 

P  Let us pray:  All powerful and ever-living God,  

in the Lord’s Supper we celebrate the Mystery of Faith.  

By this Easter sacrament, renew in us the gift of faith in the New Life it promises.   

We ask this through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.    

      C  Amen. 
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Benediction                                                                                           
 

P Almighty God, the Father, T the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

bless you now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Announcements                     
 

Stand 

Sending Hymn   God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It (St. 1,2,5)           LSB 594 
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Dismissal 

 

A   Go in peace. Serve the risen Christ! 

C   Thanks be to God.  Alleluia,  alleluia! 
 

Postlude 
 

 

 

   Coffee and delicious treats are waiting for 
 you in the Fellowship Hall following worship! 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Pastoral Coverage 
 

• TODAY Sixth Sunday of Easter - Rev. Dennis Rockett 

• May 21 Ascension of Our Lord - Rev. Dennis Rockett 

• May 28 The Day of Pentecost - Chaplain Greg Jans  

• June 4 The Holy Trinity – Chaplain Greg Jans 

     Chaplain Jans will serve most Sundays thereafter 
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    Welcome the Rev. Dennis Rockett 
 

Today the Reverend Dennis Rockett leads our worship. 
 

Prior to his retirement, Rev. Rockett served as pastor of St. John 

Lutheran in Bound Brook NJ, and of Holy Cross Lutheran Church in 
Mahwah. He then decided to specialize in Hospice Chaplaincy.  
 

Before God called him to the holy ministry, he was a business man and 
active member of his local parish. He participated in the District’s 

“Leaders and Learners” program before going into the seminary in the 
“Distance Education Leading to Ordination” program, and has also 
served as a Regional Vice President for our NJ District.  
  
Pastor Dennis has been married for 47 years. His wife is a Registered 
Nurse. They have one daughter who is married and has three children, 

two boys and one girl. 
 

Pastor Dennis will also lead worship next Sunday as we celebrate the 

Ascension of Our Lord.   
 

 
 

Serving You: 
 

• Presiding Minister   the Rev. Dennis Rockett 
• Deacon      John Bremer 
• Acolyte      Collin Santos 
• Organist     Thomas Jennings  
• Cantor      Lorna-Jane Bremer 
• Singers      Diane Pagano 
• Altar      Sharon Czebotar 
• Usher      Sharon Czebotar 
• Service Bulletin   John Bremer, Thomas Jennings 
• Live-Stream            Maureen Haney or Scott Jennings or Thomas Jennings 
• Offering Counter   Lee Himmel 
• Fellowship Hour Host          Diane Pagano  
• Lawn Mowing    David Ritschel 


